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ACCOMMODATION REVIEW 

COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORT: 

FOR INCLUSION IN THE FINAL STAFF REPORT  

February 6, 2017 
 

 ARC 1:  Chair - Superintendent Valerie Allen 

OVERVIEW 

1. Introduction: Accommodation Review Committees in the Upper Canada 
District School Board  

  
 
 

The Upper Canada District School Board (UCDSB) embarked upon a process called the 

Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review which commenced September 29, 

2016.   

As outlined in the UCDSB Terms of Reference (October 7, 2016), Accommodation Review 

Committees (ARCs) were constituted to provide local information and context to inform the 

Board’s ultimate decision on school/pupil consolidation.  The purpose and role of the ARCs 

are in accordance with UCDSB School Closure Policy 413 and the Ministry of Education’s 

Pupil Accommodation Review Guideline (2015).    

Further, ARCs serve as the official conduit of information that is shared between the school 

board and school communities in response to the draft recommendations contained in the 

draft Initial Staff Report for the Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review.  The 

mandate of the ARCs is to provide comment on the draft Initial Staff Report and to collect and 

summarize feedback and alternate options received through their work, for inclusion with the 

Final Staff Report.   
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2. Overview of Process  

 

3. Committee Membership  

 

FEEDER 
GROUP 

FOS SCHOOL 
PARENT/GUARDIAN MEMBERS PRINCIPAL REPRESENTATIVES 

1ST ALTERNATE(s)  1ST ALTERNATE(s) 

Rockland P. Russell 
Plantagenet 
P.S. 

 No 
representative 

No alternate 
Susan Rutters 
Mary McCrimmon-
Leduc  

Jeff Campbell 
Mhairi Rowland 

Rockland P. Russell 
Rockland 
P.S. 

Donna Winter Nichole Duetta “ “ 

Vankleek 
Hill 

P. Russell 
Pleasant 
Corners P.S. 

Chace Albright Kerri Albright “ “ 

Vankleek 
Hill 

P. Russell 
Vankleek 
Hill CI 

Corina Parisien Kim Pedersen “ “ 
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4. Public and Working Meetings 

 ARC 1 Val Allen - Prescott Russell FOS 
 

Thursday Nov 10 ARC 1  Public Meeting              Rockland DHS 

Thursday Nov 24 ARC 1 Working Meeting Rockland DHS  

Thursday Jan 19 ARC 1 Public Meeting               Rockland DHS 

Thursday Jan 26 ARC 1 Working Meeting  Vankleek Hill   

 

Agendas, meeting notes, feedback received, Questions and Responses, and other 

information specific to ARC 1 can be accessed at this link: 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC1-Prescott-RussellFamilyofSchools.aspx 
 

 

5. Delegation List and Summary of Presentations from Public Meetings  

 No delegations received for ARC 1 at either Public Meeting. 

 

6. Survey and Feedback Overview  

 
 
 

 

Community consultation and input is a very important part of the accommodation review 

process.  Throughout the Pupil Accommodation Review process, information was made 

available to the public and opportunities were provided for inquiries and feedback in the 

following ways:      

o The Upper Canada District School Board’s Building for the Future Pupil 

Accommodation Review webpage was developed and maintained / updated throughout 

the process to serve as facility for communications and information sharing. 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/accommodationreview.aspx 

o The Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review online survey was 

developed and made available for responses between October 13, 2016 and February 1, 

2017-  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BFFPAR  . Throughout this survey, respondents 

could indicate their support of all, some, or none of the draft recommendations for specific 

feeder groups of schools.  If respondents indicated they supported some or all of the draft 

recommendations, an opportunity was provided to describe what elements of the 

recommendations were favourable to them.  Additionally, respondents could offer an 

alternative to the draft recommendations that would meet the Board’s objective to reduce 

surplus space in a particular feeder group of schools.    

o The Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review email address 

buildingforthefuture@ucdsb.on.ca was developed to receive comments and questions, as 

well as to document and respond to inquiries about the process.  Questions were broken 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC1-Prescott-RussellFamilyofSchools.aspx
http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/accommodationreview.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.net/r/Preview/?sm=jyXFdIqlYmVNoSmuJXdjup0UHY2c85Grk_2BpcIWfCv2aBTXYvVKML3Vl2vFelSjc9
mailto:buildingforthefuture@ucdsb.on.ca
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out into categories for response and also sorted into the five ARC groups, with “Questions 

and Answers” compilations made available to assist the ARCs in their work.   

o Meetings  

 ARC Orientation meetings:  

 ARC 1 and 2A / 2B: October 20, 2016 at Tagwi SS 

 ARC 3 and 4: October 24, 2016 at Smiths Falls DCI 

 Public meetings held at various locations throughout the school district for each 

of the five ARCs (Schedule and links as noted in Section 4 – “Public and Working 

Meetings”).   

 Working meetings specific to each of the five ARCs (Schedule and links as noted 

in Section 4 – “Public and Working Meetings”).   

 Delegation opportunities for public, municipalities and other community partners. 

  

 

7. ARC Feedback to Initial Staff Report  

7.1  Prescott Russell Family - Russell Feeder Group of Schools:  

Draft Recommendation(s) from Initial Staff 
Report  

(no recommendations) 

  
 

ARC SUMMARY 

Feedback Received No Recommendation and no feedback received.  

Alternate Options  No alternate solutions at this time. 

 

7.2  Prescott Russell Family – Rockland Feeder Group of Schools:  

Draft 
Recommendation(s) 
from Initial Staff Report  

It is hereby recommended that, effective September 2017, 

1. The number of K-6 elementary schools for the Rockland feeder group of schools be reduced 
from two to one school with the closure of Plantagenet Public School,  
 

2. The current attendance boundary for Plantagenet School be consolidated with the attendance 
boundary of Rockland School.  

 

ARC SUMMARY 

Feedback Received 

All feedback received for the Rockland Feeder Group of Schools including survey data, 
working meetings, public meetings, and delegations can be found at the following link: 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC1-Prescott-RussellFamilyofSchools.aspx 

 

 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC1-Prescott-RussellFamilyofSchools.aspx
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ARC Summary of Responses: 

1. There was support for the recommendation to close Plantagenet Public 
School.  

 

 No compelling arguments against, or alternative recommendations for 
not closing Plantagenet were presented. 
 

2. Because of extensive geographical distance between schools in this region 
of the Board, there were mixed responses for the recommendation of 
consolidating the Plantagenet boundary with the Rockland boundary. We 
received requests to consider alternate boundary alignments and would 
recommend that the boundaries within Prescott-Russell be adjusted.  

  

 The ARC would recommend a boundary study by the UCDSB Planning 
and Research Department, through a survey of the impacted families in 
the St. Isidore, Fournier, Plantagenet area, to establish the best location 
boundary line between Rockland Public School and Pleasant Corner’s 
Public School.  

Alternate Options  

1. No alternatives to the recommendations to close Plantagenet Public School 
were received. 
 

2. There was a single alternative recommendation brought forth for a cross 
county boundary adjustment between Plantagenet and Maxville Public 
Schools.  The ARC committee feels this recommendation compromises 
access for families in this area to family and community services, as these 
services are aligned by county boundaries.  In addition, a move such as this 
would have a bigger impact for students transitioning to secondary school 
as the Maxville Public School feeds into secondary schools much farther 
away from the Prescott-Russell border.  Therefore, we feel that students 
should remain within the Prescott-Russell boundary.   

 

7.3  Prescott Russell Family – Vankleek Hill Feeder Group of Schools:  

Draft 
Recommendation(s) 
from Initial Staff Report  

Glengarry District High School be closed at a future date to be determined and contingent upon 
the possible development of a business case for an addition at Vankleek Hill Collegiate Institute  
and/or confirmation of opportunities to consolidate the current attendance boundary for Glengarry 
District High School with Tagwi Secondary School and/or Vankleek Hill Collegiate Institute.  

 
 

ARC SUMMARY 

Feedback Received  

All feedback received for the Vankleek Hill Feeder Group of Schools including survey 
data, working meetings, public meetings, and delegations can be found at the following 
link: 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC1-Prescott-RussellFamilyofSchools.aspx 

 

ARC Summary of Responses: 

 4 of 16 responses supported the recommendation, but provided no 
anecdotal feedback on the recommendations. 

http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/pages/ARC1-Prescott-RussellFamilyofSchools.aspx
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 9 out of 16 responses did not support the recommendation, but presented 
no alternative suggestion.  

 The majority of the feedback provided does not align with the 
recommendation as the feedback fails to consider the need of a potential 
addition to VCI as stated in the recommendation. 

 A consistent theme was there is no capacity in the foreseeable future to 
accommodate Grade 7 & 8 students at VCI. 

Alternate Options  

 There was a single suggestion in the feedback provided for transferring 
students from VCI to GDHS for a variety of reasons, which is contrary to the 
recommendation, and the alternate suggestion did not provide a rationale. 

 

8. Conclusion:  

 In fulfilling its role as an official conduit of information, the work of the ARC 1 – Prescott 

Russell Family of Schools has culminated in this ARC report which offers a summary of the 

feedback received and alternate options proposed.  This report is the result of a focused 

review of the Initial Staff Report for the Building for the Future Accommodation Review and its 

draft recommendations, the responses provided through the on-line survey, and through e-

mails.   

From this compilation and review of information, a common theme became evident which can 

be highlighted as follows:       

 Boundary Re-alignment related to the closure of Plantagenet 

UCDSB acknowledges the importance of attending to the health and wellness of our students 

as it relates to potential school closures, consolidations and transitions.  ARC members heard 

how our school district is committed to support and assistance to students whenever a 

decision for school consolidation/transition has been determined. The UCDSB is committed 

to providing ongoing communication and clarity to parent and students in the event of school 

closures and consolidations. The latter includes on-going communication regarding the 

potential transitioning of students and how the school and school district would support a 

successful transition. 

In providing this report for inclusion in the Final Staff Report for the Building for the Future 

Pupil Accommodation Review, ARC 1 would like to express its gratitude to the students, 

parents, staff and public associated with this process that will assist the Upper Canada District 

School Board of Trustees.     
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